
On August 2nd, 2019, I was eagerly waiting outside of a movie theater, popcorn in hand. 
It was a week after “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood…” came out, the penultimate film of 
director Quentin Tarantino, and frankly, I was pumped. Being a Tarantino fan, I had known of 
the film since it was announced to be in production. Naturally, being a fan of true crime and 
having a deep fascination with the Manson Family Murders of 1969, I was beyond ready for the 
release. After pleading my parents to take me to see it for a week, we finally were there in front 
of the theater. Two hours and 41 minutes later, I emerged from the dark room. It took me a few 
weeks to finally comprehend all of my thoughts.  

“Once Upon a Time in Hollywood…,” Tarantino’s ninth feature film starred Hollywood 
royalty, such as Brad Pitt, Margot Robbie, and Leonardo DiCaprio. Tarantino has made some of 
the most prominent films of the 20th and 21st centuries. His works include, “Reservoir Dogs,” 
“Pulp Fiction,” “Kill Bill Vol. 1 and Vol. 2,” “Inglorious Basterds,” and a screenwriting feature, 
“True Romance,” starring Christan Slater and Patricia Arquette. The movie opens on Rick 
Dalton (Leonardo DiCaprio), a former 1950s western star trying to make a comeback, and his 
stunt double Cliff Booth (Brad Pitt), a former war veteran who drives Dalton around town 
because Dalton’s driver's license has been suspended due to too many DUIs. Dalton is neighbors 
with actress Sharon Tate (Margot Robbie) and her husband, Roman Polanski (Rafał 
Zawierucha), the director of the blockbuster “Rosemary's Baby.” The movie follows Rick 
Dalton’s acting career and alcohol problems, Sharon Tate’s romanticized Hollywood life, and the 
Manson family living in Spahn Ranch, as well as the hippie culture in 1969. 

Tarantino is a notoriously controversial director. As a white man who peaked in the ‘90s, 
he had no chance of passing in our PC world. But, because of his status as being one of the best 
directors of our generation, he is still at large. Essentially, he doesn't know where to stop. He is 
known to use racial slurs on set. In 2003, he had been reported defending Polish director, Roman 
Polanski in cases of rape. He forced actress Uma Thurman to do dangerous stunts on set. These 
are just a few of the reasons that people dislike the popular director.  

After I stepped out of the theater, being the cinephile that I am, I found myself debating 
in my head what I thought of the movie. There is no doubt that it was cinematically outstanding. 
Tarantino always makes sure of it. But the story? Was it extremely well done, capturing the era 
in a way only Tarantino could? Or is it inherently sexist and problematic with no thorough 
storyline? I think it’s safe to say, both.  

The movie has been criticized for its spotty storyline and inconclusive ending. The 
movie, rather than cover a story involving all of the main characters, is more of a day in the life. 
Tarantino has stated that he made the movie with that intention, but people still aren’t happy over 
it, stating that it is “incohesive,” and “his worst movie yet.” The movie has also been criticized 
over its depiction of Bruce Lee, with his family stating that it wasn’t realistic. Another concern 
was the actress’ Margot Robbie’s presence in the film. Margot Robbie, who plays actress Sharon 
Tate, who was murdered in the notorious Manson Family Murders in 1969, was billed as the 
leading lady, yet she had very few lines. Her entire character was one-dimensional, shown as a 

 



careless woman and nothing else. Although Tarantino stated that the reason he did this was 
because of Tate’s brutal murder and he wanted to honor her memory, I believe it would have 
been more respectful to give her character depth.  

Although all of these criticisms are true, I can’t deny Tarantino’s talent. The reason he is 
so successful is that he is good at what he does. The way that Tarantino transformed the city of 
Los Angeles today into what it looked and felt like in the ‘60s is unbelievable. Leonardo 
DiCaprio’s performance as Rick Dalton is possibly one of his most vulnerable ever.  

In conclusion, Tarantino is a complicated man and director. If you are watching one of 
his movies there are always a lot of factors that you should consider. When you make the 
much-lauded film, “Pulp Fiction” people are always holding you up to that standard, even if they 
know you can’t recreate such an iconic movie. Like every problematic entertainer, you can’t 
watch one of his movies and not address the things he has done. At the end of the day, it is a 
movie, and Quentin Tarantino is a director. All of his movies and all of his choices are up for 
debate, but he is still undeniably one of the most influential movie directors of our time, for 
better or for worse. 
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